be consistency between one's thoughts, words and actions.
Driving away the minority community or ill-treating
them did not fit in with the profession of ahimsa. In-
dependence did not mean that people could act in any
way they liked. Could anyone pray for and work for
the freedom to commit murders and tell lies? That
would be surrender to Satan instead of God.
DUTY OF THE PANCHAYAT
Gandhiji congratulated them on having built a
Panchayatghar* Unless they did the work of the Panchayat^
the effort would be a waste of time and labour. Dis-
tinguished travellers from the world came to India in
the days of yore from China and other countries. They
came in quest of knowledge and put up with great
hardships in travelling. They had reported that in India
there was no thefts people were honest and industrious.
They needed no locks for their doors. In those days
there was no multiplicity of castes as at present. It was
the function of the Panchayats to revive honesty and
industry. If he asked them after one year, would they
show a clean record and would they show that they
had no court save their Panchqyat? It was the function
of the Panchayats to teach the villagers to avoid disputes,
if they had to settle them. That would ensure speedy
justice without any expenditure. They would need neither
the police nor the military and they would not need to
trouble Shri Randhawasaheb except as a friend.
CATTLE IMPROVEMENT
Then the Pamhayat should see to cattle improve-
ment. They should show steady increase in the milk
yield. Our cattle had become a burden on the land for
want of care. It was gross ignorance to blame the Mus-
lims for cow slaughter. Gandhiji held that it was the
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